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Engagement, communications and capacity 
building for climate change adaptation
Research on climate change and agriculture is developing at a fast pace. However, substantial knowledge gaps exist 
between farmers, researchers, policymakers, politicians, the media and other stakeholders.
CCAFS strives to engage with all these stakeholders regularly and bridge these networks by using innovative 
communication tools to disseminate science-based evidence from research and also to understand how perceptions and 
feedback from the fi eld can be integrated into research.  
  
By regularly hosting workshops and events that serve as integral knowledge platforms to discuss emerging issues in 
climate change and agriculture, CCAFS reaches out to a variety of people. Knowledge products like policy briefs, working 
papers, blogs, newsletters and videos, and events like farmers’ fairs, fi eld visits, conferences and policy workshops are 
complemented by strategic social media tools to communicate our research and share information.
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Objective
• To develop strategic networks with policymakers, political 
leaders, media, researchers, farmers, and civil society 
groups in the South Asia region.
Partners 
Government agencies, research institutes, CGIAR centres, 
NGOs/INGOs, community-based organizations, civil society 
groups, media organisations and farmers cooperatives.
Approach
• Organize workshops and policy meetings with different 
stakeholders in the region. 
• Publish policy briefs, Info Notes, journal articles, op-eds, 
workshop reports, working papers, newsletters, blogs 
and photo essays on CCAFS research areas. 
• Organize farmers’ fairs, fi eld visits, training programmes, 
focus group discussions and media fellowships.
• Develop informative videos on climate-smart agriculture 
success stories and work with agriculture extension 
workers to disseminate these.
Init ial  Results 
• The Climate-Smart Agriculture Learning Platform (CSALP) 
newsletter was launched by the President of Nepal in 
2012. It highlights current research on climate-smart 
agriculture and promotes its integration into national 
agriculture research and policy agendas. It aims to make 
climate change science more accessible to policymakers, 
scientists, political leaders, rural communities and the 
private sector. The newsletter currently reaches nearly 
1000 subscribers. 
• In 2012, nearly 20 Members of Parliament in Nepal 
attended a science-policy-media workshop organised 
by CCAFS to discuss the status of research on climate 
change impacts on agriculture. 
• In 2014, a workshop on crop insurance was held in New 
Delhi with policymakers and industry representatives. 
Recommendations from the workshop were incorporated 
into the review committee’s report for the government’s 
new crop insurance policy.
• As part of the Climate-Smart Village project, farmers’ 
fairs were organised in Haryana, Bihar and New Delhi. 
Multimedia on climate-smart technologies and practices 
and other extension material were disseminated to 
farmers.   
• CCAFS has produced over 20 short video features on 
climate-smart agriculture practices that are distributed to 
farmers and agriculture extension workers in South Asia. 
The fi lms are regularly screened in community centres and 
village markets. Farmers also have the option to upload 
the videos on their mobile phones through village kiosks.   
• Through social media platforms such as Facebook and 
Twitter, CCAFS research and updates reach nearly 13,000 
subscribers globally on a daily basis.
• Between 2011 and 2013, CCAFS South Asia conducted 
16 major workshops and trainings on a wide range of 
topics related to climate change, agriculture and food 
security. Major workshops were on: trainings on using 
the crop yield forecasting toolkit, adaptation prioritisation 
toolkits, baseline surveys, climate smart agriculture, 
gender and climate change adaptation and institutions 
and policies to scale out climate smart agriculture. 
• More than 8,000 participants attended the training-of-
trainer workshops on gender and climate change in Nepal 
and India between 2012 and 2013.
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